i The CIA has also complamed aﬁout the*
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" After six years on the pohtxcal defensxve ;
the Central Intelligence Agency and its al- |
'lies- in - the- intelligence community have

restrict public informatian aoout and over-
swhtofmtengenceacqua VU
. Withr strong "support from the. Reagan
Ad'mmstratnon and conservatives in
.Congress, the intelligence commumty has
won three pohtlcal v:etoﬂes in the past
month: .- 7 - . ¢
TTLTA niew executxve order t‘hat Leens se-"

Ter

and cefense documents that p*ewou.»ly had
been available’ for mspecnon by scrolars
" and journalists, " %® $5=- 5 lxt ol 5
" “=The firing by Presxdert Reagan of the

_Mexican official, Who was also a CIA intel-
‘ligence ‘source, for ;his involvement in 2
multrmlhon-dollar "Callforma car-t‘qeftﬁ

-—Passage by Congress of the agent-—-
ldentmes bill, which makes it a crime for a-
news organization to identiy aninteiligence
agent or source, even if the agent or source
[xs violating federal or state Iaw agency reg--
ulations’ orpresuienuat pohcy. N R T

The CIA believes that it is quickly restor=.
ing the legal protections that it had before’
the Watergate scandals and the Vxe.nam.
War.- e e U

> After ‘the Watergate and Vletnar'x dﬁclov

e - ---.,.

“mation, the agency. lost a great deal of popu-;
‘lar and political support; especially in Con-
gress and with the Ford and Carter é dmn-
1stratxons RN <4 -'
= Congress was so upeetby t‘ne d.sc’csures
of the illegal CIA covert activities in {his.
country and abroad that -it established a
‘complex oversight structuré requiring the
.CIA director to report to 14 congressional .
"subcommittées - on. intelligence activities; -
Both the' former CIA director, Stansfield -
Turner, and the current-director; William
Casey, have. complamed that it is difficult to:
+keep intelligence secrets and sources under*
wraps w:th 50 much exposure on, Cap:tol
LHlll e T¥piee
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federal Freedom of Information Actand the"
declassﬁymv of foreign documents, which:
'started during the E|senhower Admxmstra-

> . - . -y
'\‘ =T ‘.'.” "'\‘ .\..‘ *’ sJ "- -* J

"cret”a massive collection of forexan-poLcy ,

'U.S” attorney in San Diego after he con--
firmed to.a. ‘newspaper~that the Justice |
Departmem was.ﬁmvatxgat.ng a*former [}

) anowed documents to be released if they

sures of the ClA’s misdeeds and misinfor--.

ul

“has studied-access to foreign document col-=
“lections has concluded that the govem*nent
-particularly the intelligence agencies, clas
o -~sifies too much--or insists on keeping secret :

Jaunched a successful counteroifensive to |- ‘information thatposes no substantial dange
g to national security, 3"
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‘ :',-‘ :i \Every President for the past 201 years who_t "

a CO Ah@ba'gk

5 - A series of presrdentxal stuoygr ups have :
devxsed systems to-Telease. an- increasing’
“Emonnt of mformatxon. Presxdent -Jimmy-
_Carter *signed- an- executive - order -that

| posed Tio *identifiable danger” to national-

security: He'alsoset up a system whereby |
| foreign-policy: documents iwere released.

‘automatically after 5 to 30'years, depending | :

‘on the levekof ¢lassificdtion. Under thxsq
F system; journalists "discovered ;that CIA7F"

agents were conductm° xllegal break—ms in}? ¥

elanons about~covert actxons “abroad, the.;
agency argued that’ the: :system of ‘making | .
m.ormatxon ‘public~was: ‘endangering :its !

However the CIA had a difficwlt time:
provmg its case, because it had never lost a’
suit in court where itivas reguired to dts-«-;

court ever ordered the ldenmy of a CIA 1
source disclosed,. -~ . -

The CIA then tu.ned to the polmca.l pro-
cess, and through a series of secret briefings
persuaded the new Administration and Con-"

gress that.access to foreign-zffairs intel-:

- Feliminating’ the automatic’ time-rele se of"

. Iigence»and defense-plannmg mfo'matron

had toberestncbed. PPN S B L

me result’in Congrcss was thc a cnt—
xdentmes bill. The result in the White House,
.was. the ' new. executwe order by R agan .

:forcxgn affairs “documents . and allbwing-
‘such information to be kept secret foréver if”
disclosure would pose any—rather’ than:
")dentlﬁable"——damage\ to Amerlca§ na--

#close classified information nor had any* ,

tional security.’:
But the strength of the mtelhgence agen- .
cy's persuasion is perhaps best illustrated s 4
by the San Diego incident. There, a formet i
head of Mexico's federal security a ency,
who also was a CIA source, was bei 1g in- -[
'vestxgated for his alleged involvement in &% 1
ring that stole cars in Cahforma for resale m ;

..‘

| Mexico, . sl el
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N “The Justxce Department urged the US 3
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ligence'source. 7573

ington reporter +*Under the CIA's theory,
'source could commit murder and get away

-attorney, William Kennedy, to drop the m-'
vestigation—in effect, engage in a cover-up

because.-it’ feared that. an iindictment;’!
'ould ‘disclose that the off xcxal Was an mtel~ '

.The .US. attomey beheved‘-that he was

_under legal and ethical ob'hgatxon to. con=,
‘tinue the investigation -on the theory. that‘
" CIA sources should not. have mmumty m
breakmgU S.laws. -1

‘h. b 5
1 AS a result, the US. attor{'\ey was ﬂred 1
nd, as'a San Diego editor'said to a Wash-
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